


 Quick Summary 

 Motivation 

 Program Goals 

 Example of State 

Implementation 

Process 

 WGA Fact Sheet 

 

Wetland Gems of America  



• Assemble fact sheets for high-quality and criteria 
appropriate wetlands through-out the U.S., representing 
varied wetland community types 

• Link to SWS website with an interactive interface and 
geospacial capability   

• Provide resources for wetland education 

 



 Wisconsin Wetland Gems – rooted in state’s 

19th century history protecting navigable 

waters and wetlands 

 SWANCC (2001) and Rapanos (2006) 

decisions 

 State agency jurisdiction over protection  

     of isolated wetlands  

 Reverse wetland loss 
 More than one-half of originally estimated 225 

million acres of U.S. wetlands lost 

Since 1972 CWA - slowed to 80,000 acres/year 

Estimate increase resulting from 2012 Farm Bill  

 

 



 Public perception of wetlands  

 Youth involvement critical for future of  

wetland science 

 

 



 Increase public awareness and appreciation of 

wetlands through the dissemination of WGA 

information  

 Identify high-quality and criteria appropriate wetlands 

throughout U.S. for WGA inclusion; list examples of 

diverse wetland types across each state 

Wetland Gems of America:  

Goals  



 Create a centralized database with an 

interactive interface and geospatial 

capability to map WGA sites 

 Provide wetland educational teaching 

resources and links to academic 

research for WGA wetlands  

Wetland Gems of America:  

Goals  



 Launch WGA database by December, 2012 

 Complete preliminary databases by December, 2013  

 Use U.S. Ramsar sites  

Wetland Gems of America:  

Goals  



• Criteria for Selection: 100 high-quality wetlands 
representing all community types across MD  

Community Types include open water, emergent, scrub-shrub, 
and forested wetlands 

• Selection parameters: 
Coordinate with partners and wetland experts  
 USACE, EPA and USFWS 

 MD Dept. of Env. & MD DNR (Wetlands  

    of Special State Concern) 

 SWS Mid-Atlantic Chapter 

 Association of State Wetland Mgrs. 

 Chesapeake Bay Foundation  

 Universities - environmental science  

    programs: UMD, Johns Hopkins &  

    Towson 

 Environmental Concern  



 Selection parameters (cont.):  
 Coordinate with County and State resource  

agencies 

 Youth involvement:  

  Involve CBF, EC and universities  

  County Schools 

 Middle/high school science curriculums 

 Develop program for representative  

   County schools to select County  

   gems 
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